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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Standards and Accountability | College- and Career-Ready 
Standards  

Do college and career standards apply to all students with disabilities?  

Yes. It is important for students with disabilities to strive to reach the same outcomes as 
other students. In today’s global economy, where K-12 educational experiences must 
prepare students to enter post-secondary training or careers, it is imperative that the 
instruction of all students is based on rigorous standards. It is not appropriate to assume 
that a student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) will define the educational goals 
for students with disabilities. The IEP instead, defines the services and supports that 
students with disabilities need to achieve the same college and career ready standards as 
other students. 

What does college and career readiness mean for a student with significant cognitive 
disabilities?  

Students with significant cognitive disabilities who participate in alternate assessments 
based on alternate achievement standards need to achieve the knowledge and skills to be 
successful after high school. These skills include being able to apply concepts and skills 
to the new problems that the students are likely to face in life, post-secondary school, and 
career. In addition, assessment consortia have identified other critical college and career 
ready skills, including such skills as: self determination, IEP involvement, job training 
and employment while in school, and inclusion in general education classrooms, to 
mention a few, even though they are not included in the alternate assessments of 
academic achievement. For more information see "Alternate Assessments Based on 
Common Core State Standards: How do They Relate to College and Career Readiness?" 

Are there language skills that define college and career readiness?  

All college- and career-ready standards involve English language skills. Thus, new 
standards for English language proficiency assessments are based on standards for 
language proficiency that are aligned to college- and career-ready standards for English 
language arts, mathematics, and science. 
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