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YI-CHEN WU 

 

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Ph.D. University of Minnesota       Minneapolis, MN 

Major: Educational Psychology                2000-2004 

Advisor: Dr. S. Jay Samuels 

 

Ph.D. Candidate, National Taiwan Normal University        Taiwan 

Major: Measurement                  1998-2000 

 

M.A., National Tainan Teachers College          Taiwan 

Major: Elementary Education               1996 

Advisor: Dr. Hsiu-Shuang Huang 

 

B.A., National Taichung Teachers College          Taiwan 

Major: Mathematical and Science Education            1994 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

7/2008-present Research Associate, National Center of Educational Outcomes, 

University of Minnesota 

5/2009-7/2009 Research Analyst III, Department of Research, Evaluation and 

Assessment, Office of Accountability, St. Paul Public School 

9/2006-1/2007 Director of Counseling Division, Office of Student Affairs, National 

Sun Yat-Sen University, Taiwan 

2/2005-9/2007 Assistant Professor, Center for teacher Education, Kaohsiung, National 

Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan 

12/2004-1/2005 Research & Evaluation, Assessment & Testing, Minnesota Department 

of Education 

5/2004-11/2004 Research Associate, Office of Educational Accountability, College of 

Education and Human Development, University of Minnesota 

1/2004-5/2004 Research Specialist, Office of Educational Accountability, College of 

Education and Human Development, University of Minnesota 

7/1999-6/2001 Research Assistant, Department of Educational Psychology & 

Counseling, National Taiwan Normal University 

7/1999-6/2000 Instructor, Center forTeacher Education, Chung-YuanUniversity 

9/1997-6/2000 Teaching Consultant, Research Center of Curriculum and instruction: 

Reading program, Taiwan Provincial Institute for Elementary School 

Teacher’s In-service Education 

1998-1999 Reviewer for Language and literacy textbook at elementary school 

level, Taiwan 

8/1995-7/1997 Research Assistant, Department of Special Education, National Tainan 

Teachers College 

8/1993-7/1995 Elementary school teacher, Cheng-Kung Elementary school, Yi-Lan 

county, Taiwan 

7/2012-6/2016 Co-investigator "IEP Quality Subcontract - U of IL 
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3/12/10 Co-investigator “Analyze OAKS Online Data” 

 

TECHNICAL SKILLS 

Advanced Statistics Skills: SPSS for Windows, SAS, Microsoft Excel, Access, 

MacAnova, Iteman, Winsteps, Arc, PARSCALE, BILOG-MG, 

and MULTILOG, JUMP 

Structural Equation Modeling: LISREL, HLM, SPSS 

Factor Analysis: LISREL, SPSS 

Programming: Basic, C+, Visual Basic 

Other: Photoshop, Dreamweaver 

*10+ years SAS programming experience 15+ years SPSS programming experience 

 

CERTIFICATION 
SAS Certified Base Programmer for SAS 9 Credential 

 
SEMINAR 

1. Professional Grant Development Workshop--Master the techniques of writing 

superior and winning proposals (2010, Jan27-29) 

2. Beyond NDE: Understanding and Working with National Assessment of 

Educational Progress (NAEP) Restricted-Use Data in NCME (2010) 

3. Using NAEP Data on the Web for Educational Policy Research in AERA Training 

Course (2010) 

4. 2011 NAEP Data Training Seminar 

 

 

AWARD 

CPAC Professional Development Awards February, 2011 

 

SELECTED PUBLICATION 

Thurlow,M. L., Wu, Y. C., Ysseldyke, J. E., Lazarus, S. S. (2016). Non-Special Education 

Achievement Gap in Math: Effects of Reporting Methods, Analytical Techniques, 

and Reclassification. Exceptionality. 24(1), 32-44. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09362835.2014.986614 

Thurlow, M., L., Wu, Y. C., Quenemoen, R., F., Towles, E (2016, January). Characterics 

of Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities: Data from NCSC's 2015 

Assessment (NCSC Brief #8). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National 

Center and State Collaborative. 

http://www.ncscpartners.org/Media/Default/PDFs/Resources/NCSCBrief8.pdf 

NCEO. (2014, July). Exploring alternate ELP assessments for ELLs with significant 

cognitive disabilities (NCEO Brief #10). Minneapolis, MN: University of 

Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes.  

NCEO. (2014, June). State assessment decision-making processes for ELLs with 

disabilities (NCEO Brief #9). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National 

Center on Educational Outcomes. 

NCEO. (2014, May). Participation of ELLs with disabilities in ELP assessments (NCEO 
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Brief #8). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on 

Educational Outcomes. 

Davenport, E. C. Jr., Davison, M. L., Wu, Y. C., Kim, S., Kuang, H, Kwak, N., Chan, C., 

& Ayodele, A. (2013). Number of Courses, Content of Coursework, and Prior 

Achievement as Related to Ethnic Achievement Gaps in Mathematics. Journal of 

Educational Leadership, 2(1) Retrieve from 

http://www.lindenwood.edu/ela/issue03/davenport.html. 

Wu, Y. C., Liu, K. K., Thurlow, M. L.,Lazarus, S. S., Altman, J., & Christian, E. (2012). 

The Characteristics of Low Performing Special Education and Non-Special 

Education Students on Large-Scale Assessments. Minneapolis, MN: University of 

Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Johnstone, C., Rogers, C., Wu, Y.-C., Fedorchak, G., Katz, M., & Higgins, J. (2012). 

Scripting Rules for Science Items Read Aloud on a Statewide Assessment: Results 

of a Comparative Study (Technical Report 64). Minneapolis, MN: University of 

Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C., Lazarus, S. S., Thurlow, M. L., & Rieke, R. (2011). Characteristics of Students 

Retained in Same Grade in South Dakota. Minneapolis, MN: University of 

Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Lazarus, S.S., Wu, Y. C., Altman, J., & Thurlow, M. L. (2010). The Characteristics of 

Low Performing Students on Large-Scale Assessments (NCEO Brief). Minneapolis 

MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C. & Samuels, S. J. (2009). Effects of Different Types of Chinese Characters on 

the Ability of Character Recognition for Chinese Children. The International 

Journal of Learning, 16 (7), 155-172.  

Chuang, W. J. & Wu, Y. C. (2008). The Effects of the Emotional Orientation of Video 

Compact Disk (VCD) Story and Written Story on Reading Comprehension of Fifth 

Graders.  Journal of Education & Psychology, 31(2), 59-84. 

Wu, Y. C. (2007). The effects of Information Input and Text Difficulty on Fifth Grade 

Comprehension Performance Journal of Education & Psychology, 30(2), 31-55. 

Wu, Y. C. & Dai, L. Q. (2007). The effects of repetition and story difficulty on listening 

comprehension.  Bulletin of Educational Psychology, 38(3), 251-270. 

Wu, Y. C. (2007). The application of repeated reading on the reading instruction.  The 

Educator, 478, 69-71.  

Wu, Y. C. (2006). Counseling children’s misbehaviorCase study.  Counseling & 

Guidance, 241, 59-63. 

 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

Wu, Y. C., Thurlow, M. L, Sriner, J. & Carty, S. (2016, March). Effects of IEP Training 

on Student Outcomes. Poster presented at the 2016 CEHD Research Day, 

Minneapolis, MN.  

Wu, Y. C. & Thurlow, M. L. (2016, March). Assessment Accommodations Use, 

Participation, and Performance by Students Receiving Special Education Services. 

Poster presented at the 2016 CEHD Research Day, Minneapolis, MN.  

Shriner, J., Carty, S., Thurlow, M. L., Wu, Y. C. (December 2015). IES NCER/NCSER 

2015 PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS MEETING, "Effects of a Web-based 
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Tutorial for Standards-based IEPs," Institute of Education Science, Washington, 

District of Columbia, United States. 

Wu, Y. C. (2014, June). How Well are Students with Disabilities Doing on Large Scale 

Assessments? Paper presented at 2014 annual conference of National Conference 

on Student Assessment, New Orleans, LA. 

Wu, Y. C., Liu, K. K., Thurlow, M.L., & Lazarus, S. S. (2014, April). The Characteristics 

of non-Proficiency Special Education and Non-Special Education Students on 

Large-Scale Assessments. Paper will be presented at 2014 AERA Annual Meeting, 

Philadelphia, PA. 

Wu, Y. C., Thurlow, M. L., & Lazarus S. S. (April, 2013). Longitudinal Analyses of 

Effects of Reclassification, Reporting Methods, and Analytical Techniques on 

Trends in Math Performance of Students with Disabilities. Paper presented at 

AERA in San Francisco, LA. 

Wu, Y. C. (2012, July). Final-IVARED meeting--State Data Discussion. Paper presented 

at the final IVARED data meeting. Chicargo, IL. 

Wu, Y. C., Liu, K. K., Thurlow, M.L.,Lazarus, S. S., Altman, J., & Christian, E. (2012, 

April). The Characteristics of Low Performing Special Education and Non-Special 

Education Students on Large-Scale Assessments. Paper presented at 2012 AERA 

Annual Meeting, Vancouver,British Columbia, Canada. 

Wu, Y. C. (2012, April). Development of Chinese Readability Formula. Paper presented 

at 2012 AERA Annual Meeting, Vancouver,British Columbia, Canada. 

Wu, Y. C., Rogers, C. & Johnstone , C. J.(2012, March). Rules for audio representation of 

science items on a statewide assessment: Results of a comparative study. Poster 

presented at the 2012 CEHD Research Day, Minneapolis, MN.  

Bowe, A. G., Bulut, O. B., & Wu, Y. C. (2012, March). How to Request and Use “Messy” 

Data from States: Example from a multi-state project using Large Scale 

Assessment and Enrollment Data. Poster presented at the 2012 CEHD Research 

Day, Minneapolis, MN.  

Wu, Y. C. (2012, January). Development and the implications of Chinese Readability 

Formula for Grades 1-6. Paper presented at the 10th Hawaii International 

Conference on Education. Honolulu, HI.  

Wu, Y. C. (2012, January). Assessment and Instruction for the Low Performing Students- 
Who are the low performers and how did they move out of the low performing 

category on the large scale assessment. Paper presented at the 10th Hawaii 

International Conference on Education. Honolulu, HI.  

Wu, Y. C. & Kao, C. Y.(2011, November). Development of Chinese Readability Formula. 

Paper presented at the 2011 International Conference on Textbook Transformation 

& Enhancement of Teaching. Taipei , Taiwan.  

Wu, Y. C. (2011, June). The development of the Chinese reading fluency test and the 

analysis among different subtypes. Poster presented at the International Conference 

on Reading Instruction: How Empirical Research Can Inform about Reading 

Instruction? Taipei, Taiwan.  

Wu, Y. C. & Thurlow, M. L.(2011, April). Planning for the successful inclusion of your 

students in Computer-Based Tests--The preliminary results for OAKS. Paper 

presented at the Council for Exceptional Children Annual Convention, National 

Harbor, MD. 
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Wu, Y. C., Thurlow, M. L., Lazarus, S. S., Liu, K., Christian, E., & Turner, L. (2011, 

March). A Longitudinal Analysis of effects of reclassification and different 

reporting methods on trends in Math test scores for Students with disabilities. 

Poster presented at the 2011 CEHD Research Day, Minneapolis, MN. 

Wu, Y. C., Lazarus, S. S., & Thurlow, M. L. (2010, May). What have we learned about 

student characteristics accommodations, and AA-MAS? Poster presented at the 

2010 AERA Annual Meeting, Denver, CO. 

Wu, Y. C., Thurlow, M. L., & Keto, K. (2010, May). A longitudinal analysis of state 

accommodations policies on the participation rate and the proficiency rate for 

students with Disabilities. Paper will present at the 2010 NCME Annual Meeting, 

Denver, CO. 

Lazarus, S. S., Wu, Y. C., Altman, J., Thurlow, M. L. (2010, April). A look at state 

assessment data for historically underserved subgroup—All low-performing 

students. Poster presented at the 2010 CEHD Research Day, Minneapolis, MN. 

Wu, Y. C. & Samuels, S. J. (2009, July). Effects of Different Types of Chinese Characters 

on the Ability of Character Recognition for Chinese Children. Paper presented at 

the 16th International conference on Learning, Barcelona, Spain. 

Wu, Y. C. (2009, May). The Effects of Repeated Reading and Text Difficulty on Fifth 

Graders’ Performance of Free Recall. Paper presented at the Reading development, 

learning and assessment Symposium. Pingtung, Taiwan. 

Wu, Y. C. (2008, July). The Effects of Repeated Reading and Text Difficulty on Recalls of 

Different Comprehension Levels. Paper presented at the 18th Annual Conference of 

the Society fir Text and discourse.  Memphis, TN.  

Wu, Y. C. (2008, July). Research and Development of Chinese Readability Formula. 

Paper presented at the 2008 Annual Meeting of Society for the Scientific Study of 

Reading. Asheville, NC.  

Wu, Y. C. (2007, January). The effects of story difficulty on reading and listening 

comprehension. Paper presented at the 5th Hawaii International Conference on 

Education. Honolulu, HI.  

Wu, Y. C. (2007, January). Effects of repeated reading and text difficulty on the recall of 

causal chain and the sequence of a text. Paper presented at the 5th Hawaii 

International Conference on Education. Honolulu, HI.  

Huang, Y. C. & Wu, Y.C. (2007, January). The case study of the reading skills of foreign 

spouses children with repeated reading. Paper presented at the 5th Hawaii 

International Conference on Education. Honolulu, HI.  

Lin, Y. F. & Wu, Y.C. (2007, January). The effects of advance organizers and causal 

texts on reading comprehension for fifth graders. Paper presented at the 5th Hawaii 

International Conference on Education. Honolulu, HI.  

Wu, Y. C., Chuang, W. J., Lee, C. H. (2006, July). The effects of story difficulty and task 

presentation on recall. Poster session presented at the 2006 Annual meeting of the 

Society for Text & Discourse. Minneapolis, MN. 

Wu, Y. C., Chuang, W. J., Lin, Y. F., & Huang, Y. C. (2006, July). Effects of repeated 

reading and text difficulty on main ideas recalled.  Poster session presented at the 

2006 Annual meeting of the Society for Text & Discourse. Minneapolis, MN. 
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SELECTED TECHNICAL REPORTS 

NCEO (2015, September). AZELLA Kindergarten Placement Test Follow-up Study. 

Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational 

Outcomes. 

Thurlow, M. L., Wu, Y. C, Lazarus, S., Shyyan, V. , & Christensen, L. (2014). NCEO 

Analysis of Smarter Balanced Field Test Data for Students With Disabilities. 

Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational 

Outcomes.  

Barrera, M., Wu, Y. C., Liu, K. K., Thurlow, M. L., & Christensen, L. (2014). NCEO 

Brief for Michigan: Use of Accommodations by ELLs With and Without Disabilities 

on Michigan’s General Assessments. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, 

National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C., Liu, K. K., Thurlow, M. L., & Christensen, L. (2014). NCEO Brief for 

Michigan Participation and Performance of English Language Learners with 

Disabilities on Michigan’s Alternate Assessments. Minneapolis, MN: University of 

Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C., Barrera, M., Liu, K. K., Christensen, L., & Thurlow, M. L. (2013). NCEO 

Brief for Washington: Status of Participation and Academic Achievement of 

English Language Learners with Disabilities on Statewide Accountability 

Assessment. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on 

Educational Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C., Barrera, M.,  Liu, K. K., Christensen, L., & Thurlow, M. L. (2013). NCEO 

Brief for Michigan: Status of Participation and Academic Achievement of English 

Language Learners with Disabilities on Statewide Accountability Assessment. 

Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational 

Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C., Barrera, M., Christensen, L., Liu, K. K., & Thurlow, M. L. (2013). NCEO 

Brief for Arizona: Status of Participation and Academic Achievement of English 

Language Learners with Disabilities on Statewide Accountability Assessment. 

Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational 

Outcomes. 

Barrera, M., Wu, Y. C., Christensen, L., Thurlow, M. L., & Liu, K. K. (2013). NCEO 

Brief for Maine: Status of Participation and Academic Achievement of English 

Language Learners with Disabilities on Statewide Accountability Assessment. 

Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational 

Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C., Barrera, M., Thurlow, M. L., Christensen, L., & Liu, K. K. (2013). NCEO 

Brief for Minnesota: Status of Participation and Academic Achievement of English 

Language Learners with Disabilities on Statewide Accountability Assessment. 

Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational 

Outcomes. 
Wu, Y. C., Liu, K. K. , Thurlow, M. L., Lazarus, S. S., Altman, J., & Christian, E. (2012). 

Characteristics of low performing special education and non-special education 

students on large-scale assessments (Technical Report 60). Minneapolis, MN: 

University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Johnstone, C., Rogers, C., Wu, Y.-C., Fedorchak, G., Katz, M., & Higgins, J. (2012). 

Scripting Rules for Science Items Read Aloud on a Statewide Assessment: Results 
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of a Comparative Study (Technical Report 64). Minneapolis, MN: University of 

Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C., Lazarus, S. S., Thurlow, M. L., & Rieke, R. (2011). Characteristics of Students 

Retained in Same Grade in South Dakota. Minneapolis, MN: University of 

Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. 

Wu, Y. C. (2007). The first year final report of research and development of Chinese 

readability computer program for applications in Chinese. National Science 

counsel, Taipei, Taiwan.  

Wu, Y. C. (2007). The first year midterm report of research and development of Chinese 

readability computer program for applications in Chinese. National Science 

counsel, Taipei, Taiwan.  

Wu, Y. C. (2007). The final report of the study plan in the literacy area.  National Sun 

Yat-Sen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.  

Wu, Y. C. (2007). The final report of improving the instruction of general education—

Basic social science (2006 Fall).  National Sun Yat-Sen University, Kaohsiung, 

Taiwan.  

Wu, Y. C. (2006). The final report of effects of repeated reading on reading 

comprehension.  National Sun Yat-Sen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.  

Wu, Y. C. (2006). The final report of the developing Chinese reading fluency test and the 

remediable instruction.  National Sun Yat-Sen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.  

Wu, Y. C. (2006). The final report of improving the instruction of general education—

Basic social science (2006 Spring).  National Sun Yat-Sen University, Kaohsiung, 

Taiwan. 

Wu, Y. C. (2006). The final report of effects of information inputs and story structures on 

comprehension for elementary school students.  National Sun Yat-Sen University, 

Kaohsiung, Taiwan. 

Wu, Y. C. (2006). The final report of the relationship between high school performance 

and SAT score—Case study of Kao-Kung High School.  National Sun Yat-Sen 

University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan. 


